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The UNSC Resolution 2014  on Yemen:    

Legalization of Tyranny and Reward for Murder 
It is with deep regrets and disappointment that the Yemeni people received the news of the 

insulting United Nations Security Resolution 2014, regarding the current political dilemma 

now unfolding in Yemen.  The people of Yemen in 20 Governorates and the Capital 

Secretariat of Sana'a City could not help but read, listen and view with astonishment the 

obvious contempt for the sacrifices made by the Yemeni people in their honorable and 

legitimate quest to achieve liberty and freedom from the oppressive regime of Ali Abdullah 

Saleh.  Surely, the United Nations is not in the business of legitimizing oppression, 

persecution and legitimized state terror, but on October 21, 2011, it was evident to the Yemeni 

people that the international community went even further by actually rewarding the culprits 

of a political crime that has been ensuing in Yemen for over a third of a century now.   

What brought on this flagrant violation and contempt for the legitimate rights of the Yemeni 

people for liberty, freedom and the pursuit of happiness?  The Yemeni people have been 

demonstrating and demanding, with the whole world watching, that Ali Abdullah Saleh 

relinquish the tight noose he has tied his people's necks with, denying them even the most 

basic of human rights, including the right to life.  Hundreds of Yemenis for the last eight 

months have fallen to the bullets and explosive ordnances of Ali Abdullah Saleh and the 

security and military forces commanded by his sons, nephews and other relatives.  

Thousands have fallen victim to serious wounds inflicted by the thugs and mercenaries hired 

by the Saleh regime to repress the screaming voices of millions of Yemenis demanding for a 

change and the termination of one of the most oppressive regimes in the Middle East in 

modern times.  Yet, the august body of the United Nations was coaxed into believing that the 

treacherous document called the GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) Initiative is the only 

solution to get Yemen out of the current political debacle.  Nothing is further than the truth. 

Yemen's long standing political tragedy was brought on by Ali Abdullah Saleh and could only 

be resolved by the positive response to the demands of the Yemeni people and no other 

solution.  Saleh and his entire regime must be brought down from the political and military 

power they still hold.  Neither he nor his sons and nephews have brought any good to the 

Yemeni people, and now continue to unleash all the military hardware at their disposal 

against their own people.  Their random shooting of all these weapons is costing many lives, 

not just among the unarmed peaceful protesters, but among the military forces in the units 

that are still loyal to Saleh and those that have defected to the side of the peaceful 

revolution.  More worrisome is the dozens of civilians caught in the way of this random firing 

of just about every type of lethal weapons at the disposal of the regime's remaining military 

and security forces.  Even before the ink was dry in the UNSC Resolution, Saleh's security 

and military forces and hired thugs were already displaying their "positive" attitude with the 

appeasing resolution.  Hundreds of mortar, tank, light and heavy machine gun shells and 

bullets were raining on different areas of the City of Sana'a.  The death toll of last night's and 



this morning's assault by Saleh's forces came to 21 deaths and hundreds of wounded.  It is 

well worth mentioning that all armed factions on the side of the Revolution for Change in 

Yemen have exercised the maximum of restraint and refused to be intimidated into the 

tireless efforts of the regime to bring all out war to obstruct the peaceful nature of the 

Yemeni Revolution.   

It is impossible to believe that oil is now more expensive than the blood of thousands of 

Yemenis, who have been needlessly killed throughout Saleh's bloody dictatorial reign.  Saleh 

has driven the country into a number of civil confrontations, which served nothing more than 

to continue the stranglehold that Saleh has maintained on the political, economic and social 

fabric of Yemeni society.   

Time and again the youth protesters and the millions of Yemenis that support them 

throughout Yemen have pointed out that the GCC Initiative is no more than a misleading 

effort to give Saleh credit for keeping his people in chains for over a third of a century.  The 

formula in the GCC Initiative was devised by governments that are themselves sources of 

oppression and transgression against the legitimate aspirations of their own people, let 

alone by statesmen who do not even recognize their own people's right to justice and liberty 

as ordained by the international laws, statutes, conventions and treaties upon which the 

United Nations Security Council is supposed to base its grandiose schemes for solving the 

problems of the world. 

It goes without saying that the Resolution issued "unanimously" by the Security Council did 

more to legitimize brute force, violations of human rights and sheer plunder of public assets 

and property than to reinforce the legitimate rights of the people of Yemen to democratic and 

corruption free government. 

The precedence evoked by the unbelievable disregard the resolution reflected for the 

millions of Yemenis, who for the period of eight months have stood in non-violent protest 

against the horrific Saleh regime and all the sadistic organs of the regime's security/military 

machine, can only be viewed as appeasement for the sake of ensuring the respective share 

of the different members of the Security Council of the black fluid exported by the Gulf states 

that drew up the GCC Initiative.  Furthermore, some of these sponsors are also the ongoing 

supporters of the Saleh regime providing arms, money and political muscle to help save the 

regime from collapsing.  Without this continuous support the Saleh regime would have 

collapsed at least six months ago.   

On another note, it is worth reminding the Security Council that Saleh has on more than one 

occasion contemptuously ignored previously issued Revolutions of the UNSC namely 

Resolutions 924 and 931 of 1994, which called on Saleh to cease his merciless attack on the 

City of Aden during his infamous war to bring down his former partners in the Unification 

Agreement of 1989, and monopolize all political, military and economic power to himself and 

his family.  The wounds of that dreaded aggression have not healed to this day.   

If the UNSC expects any difference in the behavior of Saleh with UNSC Resolution 2014, they 

are more than wishful thinking. 

The Security Council can only expect more disappointing surprises coming from the Saleh 

regime. 

Let us point out the shortfalls of Resolution 2014: 

1) The insistence on the application of the GCC Initiative continues to ignore the 

demands of the millions of Yemenis who have supported the Peaceful Revolution for 



Change in Yemen.  Saleh and his family must relinquish all the top positions they hold 

in the military and civilian organs of Government. 

2) The application of the GCC Initiative not only protects Saleh and his mob from any 

accountability for all the crimes they have continued and unabashedly continue to 

commit against their fellow Yemeni citizens, including murder, destruction of 

infrastructure and public and private properties.  It goes further by providing 

guarantees by the United States and the European Union that these criminals and all 

their accomplices will enjoy immunity from any accountability for the bloodshed of 

unarmed protesters civilians and the plunder of state and private property throughout 

the 33 years that this corrupt regime has been in power in Yemen.  This is certainly an 

unforgivable precedent in international law, which has now been unbelievably 

endorsed by the United Nations. 

3) The resolution (and the GCC Initiative) totally ignore the insistence of the Yemeni 

people that Saleh and all his relatives, who are now holding all the sensitive and 

senior positions in the military, security and civilian organs of Government must be 

dismissed from the positions they hold without delay. This is especially so with 

respect to his sons and nephews, commanding the remaining units of the military and 

security organs that are still under the yoke of the Saleh regime.  The latter have 

been the major instigators of the daily murder and bloodshed now occurring for nine 

months since the peaceful Revolution of Yemen began. 

The Yemeni people would like to insist that their blood is more dear and valuable than the 

black soot that comes out of the grounds of the GCC countries.  The Yemeni citizens will 

certainly not surrender any of their legitimate rights to hold Saleh, his family and cronies 

accountable for all their crimes against the Yemeni people.  This right has been rightfully 

solidified by many statements issued by internationally recognized human rights advocacy 

groups, including Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, the Higher Commission for 

Human Rights of the United Nations as well as the special UN envoys who been sent to 

investigate Saleh's numerous and still ongoing crimes against his people. 

 

US demands immediate transfer of power in Yemen 

Filed under: Yemen — by Jane Novak at 8:32 am on Saturday, October 22, 

2011  

Everyone seems to forget Saleh ignored two UN SC resolutions in 1994 (924 

and 931) calling for an immediate ceasefire while he was shelling Aden, and 

he got away with it.  

RFE: The United States has followed a UN condemnation of violence in 

Yemen with its own call for a transfer of power to begin “immediately” in 

the restive republic. 

http://armiesofliberation.com/archives/2011/10/22/us-demands-immediate-transfer-of-power-in-yemen/
http://armiesofliberation.com/archives/category/yemen/
http://armiesofliberation.com/archives/author/jane/
http://www.rferl.org/content/us_demands_immediate_transfer_of_power_yemen/24367727.html


The UN Security Council on October 21 approved a resolution condemning 

the violence in Yemen, where President Ali Abdullah Saleh has resisted 

persistent protests and armed insurrection, and urged Saleh to step down 

without further delay. 

The U.S. State Department said the international community had sent a 

“clear, unified message that the time has come for President Saleh to allow 

the Yemeni people to live free from violence and insecurity.” 

The Security Council resolution, passed unanimously, calls on Saleh to keep 

a promise to sign a U.S.-backed Gulf Cooperation Council agreement that 

would lead to his resignation and to a peaceful transition of power. 

The British-drafted resolution also “strongly” condemned deadly 

government attacks on peaceful demonstrators that have taken place since 

protests against the Saleh regime erupted in January. 

 


