
 

 

 

In The Name of Allah the Beneficient the Merciful 

 

Yemeni Center for Transitional Justice Condemns the Terrorist Attack on 

the Ministry of Defense Complex and Hospital and the Killing and the 

Injuring of Civilians and Troops in Cold Blood 

YCTJ Also Calls on all Stakeholders in Yemen and in the International Community to Take 

Measures to Insure A Halt to All Such Terrorist Acts and the Exposure and Punishment of 

Perpetrators and Facilitators of All Terrorist Acts. 

The Yemeni Center for Transitional Justice  (YCTJ) views the recent terrorist attack on the 

Ministry of Defense Complex, in Sana'a, Yemen, especially the Hospital there on Thursday 

the 5
th
 of December as no more than a more extreme cloning of several previous terrorist acts 

and crimes.  The most heinous of such terrorist crimes include the massacre of the Seventies 

Square on 21 May 2012, and the assault on the Military Command Complex in Mukalla, 

Hadhramaut in at the end of September 2013.   

Although a week has passed since the tragic murderous attack on the Sana'a military complex, 

YCTJ and the Yemeni people are still waiting for a clear official report on the attack and the 

more comprehensive results of the subsequent investigation on the MOD massacre, not to 

mention the previous terrorist acts cited above.  As usual, the "investigation committees", 

subsequently formed after all these attacks never made the full results of their probes public.  

Such callousness merely indicate disrespect for the intellect of the Yemeni people and 

certainly do not comply with the Law of the Right to Access to Information.  This also 

implies that the continuation of the cover-up policies of the previous dictatorial regime.   

Accordingly, YCTJ strongly condemns all types of and forms of terrorist attacks, whether 

against military personnel or installations or civilians and civilian facilities.   The obvious 

conclusion to be drawn from all this widespread methodological mayhem is that the aim of 

these continuous criminal acts are concerted efforts to hinder proceeding towards the 

implementation of the Gulf Cooperation Council Initiative and to derail the political process 

that is fast approaching the most significant achievement of national political due to come out 

of the closing of the National Dialogue.    

YCTJ realizes that the United Nations and fraternal and friendly states to Yemen has 

sponsored the Agreement for the Transfer of Authority in Yemen, signed in Riyadh, Saudi 

Arabia on 21 November 2011.  This  agreement, without due consideration to the 

humanitarian implications thereof, by granting immunity to the head and supporters of 

previous regime, and thus contributed to strengthening the escape from punishment that 

disseminated, which has become commonplace.  As a result, after this agreement, the rise of 

the political assassinations, bombings, and security breaches occurring in many governorates 

almost on a daily has become more discernible.    

Therefore, YCTJ urges Yemen civil society to stress to the Yemeni Government that it has an 

obligation to protect the Yemeni people and bring all perpetrators of terrorist crimes to justice 

and to compensate the victims of such terrorist acts for damages.  YCTJ also implores the 

international community to remember responsibility towards Yemen and to safeguard 

endangered Yemeni human lives, in accordance with international human rights conventions 

and treaties. 



 

 

 

YCTJ also appeals to the international community and the United Nations to shoulder their 

responsibility towards the tragic humanitarian situation in Yemen, and to form international 

fact finding committees on the increased acts of murder and lawlessness in Yemen.  This 

comes in light of the proven callousness of the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of 

Defense in fulfilling their responsibilities, not to mention the cover-up and refusals to disclose 

the perpetrators of such crimes and real instigators.  In fact the latter tend to appease and 

placate the latter rather than bring them to justice and punish them.  This is the situation that 

has led to the rise of these crimes to the alarming level they have reached.  Similarly, local 

investigation committees   have also proven that they have failed and are unable to disclose 

the real (behind the scenes) perpetrators and instigators of these terrorist and political crimes. 

 Therefore, YCTJ stresses its previous appeal to the United Nations to open an international 

investigation for all the crimes incurred since the events of 2011, and ending with the 

Ministry of Defense hospital carnage.  Only through accountability and calling officials to 

account, can the avoidance of punishment, which has become widespread in Yemen 

following the effectiveness of the GCC Initiative and the implementation of the Immunity 

Act, be duly remedied. 


